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Abstract:

Vocabulary is one of important aspect in learning English. For second
language students, it is a new challenge to master it. Since, they have
vocabulary of their own native language. They have to compare it and replace
something new to their understanding. Some vocabularies are similar and
some vocabularies are completely different. Therefore, an attractive medium is
needed to make students interest to master vocabulary. English Brgggh
Council Site is applied on this experiment. This research is quantitative pre-
experimental research with one group pre-test post-test design. It is aimed to
measure the effectiveness of using the English British Council site toward the
students mastering vocabulary. Forty studentggjare involved on this
experiment. The result shows significant different of pre-test and post-test. It
indicates the using of British Council Site is effective to be used for students’
second language to master the vocabulary.

Keywords: Einglish British Council Site, Vocabulary achievement

Introduction

English British Council site is one of the famous English learning sites
on the internet. It is a good site because it offers many levels of English
learning materials. Those are English for kids and teens, English for university
students, English for the workplace, and English learning solutions for
companies.

Here, the researcher will only focus on English for kids and teens. This
part is also divided become many sections. Those are listen and watch,

grammar and vocabulary, fun and games, business and work, writing, and
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IELTS. But, the researcher only focuses on vocabulary section. Learn English
British Council site has been researched by Hafizul Alimi and An Fauzia
Rozani Syafei from FBS Universitas Negeri Padang. Their research showed
that Learn English British Council site has a positive effect in enriching
students’ vocabulary. It can be made as an instructional media to teach
English for Elementary School’s students. This site provides many features
that appropriate with young learners’ character, behavior and development
(Alimi & Syafei, 2013).

Teaching English using a site in the internet is one of the new strategies
which often used recently. It is related to the technology. The teacher who
uses this strategy should know how to use the internet, computer or laptop,
and other gadgets. Technology changes what we do and what we can do
(Milrad, Spector, & Davidsen, 2003, hal. 11). Before teachers use technology,
they only teach their students manually or conventionally, using text books,
paper, and pencil for example. But today, the researcher can change that way,
the researcher will teach the students by using technology, using gadgets.
Technology gives many advantages for everyone. For example, in education,
there are many learning materials we can get only by downloading these. It is
simple; we do not have to bring many heavy books to our school. At least, we
just have to bring our gadgets or our small thing, USB storage, which contains
files or documents.

Martin Chang and Gould cited in Ahnﬂdi, Ismail, & Abdullah (2012, p.
189) explain that vocabulary knowledge is the most important factors that
affect language learning, and it helps language learning improvement.
Therefore, students will enhance their vocabulary knowledge if they read
more. Accordiu to Harmer cited in Ahmadi, Ismail, & Abdullah (2012, p.
189), studerggs will have difficulties in recognizing the content of what they
read if 7 24 do not have sufficient vocabulary knowledge, thereby they will fail
in the vocabulary learning test and lose their interest in reading. In this
research, the researcher would like to know how effective this media to enrich
students’ vocabularies. The researcher will teach the students based on
material or explanatirm on this site. The researcher will use the exercise on
this site to know or to measure how far the students understand about the

lesson the researcher have taught.
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Review of Literature
According to Kamil and Hiebert (2005, p. 3) vocabulary is the
knowledge of meanings of words. Knowledge of words comes in at least two
forms: oral ﬁ print. It is also comes in at least two forms, receptive and
productive. Receptive vocabulary is allmmrds that people know and
understand, but they can’t produce. While productive vocabulary is all words
that people understand and produce it correctly. Vocabulary which comes
from oral it is same with productive vocabulary. Whereas vocabulary which
comes from print, it can be called as receptive vocabulary.
Teaching vocabulary is really important to enrich student’s vocabulary.
As a teacher, we should make our students understand about many
vocabularies and add those into their memory. Thornbury (2002, p. 75) said
that the first thing a teacher should do is to teach vocabulary that related with
set of words. It can make the students easier to remember. For example, items
of clothing are shirt, trousers, jacket, socks, dress and jeans. A teacher should have a
sequence choice to present vocabulary for their students. They can explain the
meaning first, than the form or the form first, then the meaning. Besides that,
a teacher can explain also the translation, real things, pictures,
actions/gestures, and definitions of a word or vocabulary to their students in
order to make them understand.
According to Shejbalova (2006) there are three points in teaching
vocabulary. Those are principles of learning and teaching vocabulary; how
words are remembered; and other important factors in language learning

pl_‘()CCSS.

1. Principles of Learning and Teaching Vocabulary

According to Wallace in Shejbalova (2006) there are several
general principles for successful teaching, which are valid for any
method. Those are (a) aim (what is to be taught, which words, and how
many); (b) need (target vocabulary should respond students’ real needs
and interests); (c) frequent exposure and repetition; and (d) meaningful
presentation (clear and unambiguous denotation or reference should be

assure).
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2.

a)

How Words are Remembered

Unlike the learning of grammar, which is fundamentally a rule
based system, vocabulary knowledge is largely a question of amassing
individual items. The general rule seems to be a question of memory.
Thornbury in Shejbalova (2006) distinguish how does memory work in
the three systems.
ﬁ-mrt — term Store
Short-term store is the brain capacity to hold a limited number of items
of information for periods of time up to a few seconds. It is a same
with repeating a word that you have just heard the teacher modeling.
Working Memory
Working memory means focusing on word long enough to perform
operations on them. It means the information is manipulated by the
senses rom external sources or can be downloaded from the long-term
memory. Mataial remain in working memory is for about twenty
seconds. The ability to handle a word in working memory is a good
predictor of language learning aptitude. The better ability to hold words
the smoother the process of learning foreign language is.
Long — term Memory (15
Unequal working memory which has a limited capacity and no
permanent content, long-term memory has a large capacity and its
contergpare long over time.
Other Important Factors in Language Learning Process
There are much more fundamental factors that determine success in
language learning. Those are:
a) ﬁ)tivati(ms.
b) Data (samples of the language, plus — maybe — information about

the language).

c) Opportunities to experiment with the data.
d) Feedback (to confirm that we are heading in the right directors or to

re-direct us if we are not).
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Learn English British Council site have been teaching English for more
than 75 years and have helped more than 100 million people in 100 different
countries to increase their English skills and to build their confidence (Learn
English, 2017).

This website gives the learners many instructional materials which can

used to increase their skill ability. The materials given are various and easy to
understand. Those are grammar and vocabulary, reading, writing, and listening
also. According to Alimi and Syafei (2013), this website allows teacher to
create a fun atmosphere in the classroom and to enjoy the teaching learning
process. The media which can we use in this website is like pictures, cards,
video, puppets, newspapers, brochures and so on.
Furthermore, this website is divided into four sections. Those are
English for kids and teens, English for university students, English for the
workplace, and English learning solutions for companies. English kids and
teens’ section provides many popular courses and online support for kids and
teens. It is designed to be fun, interactive and very effective (Learn English,
2017). English for university students’ section serve IELTS courses, tests, and
online resources. It is positioned to help the students to get the grade their
need for their education journey. English for the workplace helps people by
communicating effectively in the wotld’s business language. English learning
solutions for companies transform people business with training courses and
online learning solutions.

Related to this study, the rescarcher chooses a literature teaching
vocabulary using Learn English British Council Site. In 2013, a research was
done by Hafizul Alimi and An Fauzia Rozani Syafei with a paper, entitled
“Teaching English Integratively by Using Learn English Kids British Council
Web for Elementary School Students”. Alimi and Syafei (2013) explain that
this website can be an alternative media in teaching English to young learners
because it is not just shown an entertainment, but also taught the students
especially young learners through features that are provided in this website
such as short stories, songs, poems, games, and so on that appropriate with
young learners development. By those statements, the researcher can conclude
that Learn English British Council site can be an effective media or strategy to

teach English to young learners.
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Method
The design of this research is one-group pretesggostiest designs. This

design only has a group, namely experimental group. In this design, a single
group is measured or observed not only after being exposed tgya treatment of
some sort, but also before (Fraenkel & Wallen, 2009, p. 265). In this research,
the group is given a pre-test, before the experimental treatment. After the

treatment is finished, the post test is administered to see the achievement

(Latief, 2015, p. 98).

0] X (0]
Pre-Test Treatment Post-Test

One group pre-test post-test design (Adapted from Latief, 2015, p.98)

The participants of this study were selected 40 students among 386
population of the research. Random sampling were applied to those 40
students of eighth grade SMP Negeri 02 Bangkalan. To begin the study, they
were asked to do pre-test which was purposed to measure the students’
vocabulary ability. The test (pencil-paper test) was consists of 20 items
vocabulary questions. In the first part of the test, the students got 5 items of
word matching tests. The researcher prepared 5 sentences then the students
answered those questions. Then, the second part, the students got 15 items of
completing sentence tests. There were 20 words that the researcher had
prepared for the students and they chose the best answer for each question.
The pre-test conducted for about 40 minutes.

Content validity from expertise validator was applied to measure to
ensure that the test could be used as the research instrument. The teliability
also measured by using SPSS verse 23 for windows, and the result showed
that the reliability was high in level of 0.81 for pre-test and 0.91 for post-test.

The procedure of implementing the research as follow: give a pretest to
the students, the rescarcher gave the students some treatments. There were
four treatments for the students. That treatment was about something related
to holiday, that were Holidays, Air Travel, Hotels and Shopping. Those

treatments were based on the media used in this research, namely Learn
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English British Council site. The researcher opened Learn English British
Council site on the internet using a laptop. The researcher needed an LCD
projector to show up the site to the students. Then the researcher started the
treatment by asking some questions on the site to the students. The students
responded the questions by answered it together.

After get pretest and treatments, the students got a post-test. This test
was also taken from Learn English British Council sites on the internet. In
this post-test, the researcher did not use LCD projector. The researcher had
prepared a pencil-paper test to the students. The test was consists of 20 items
vocabulary. The form of the test was similar with the pretest but it was not
same. In the first part of the test, the students got 5 items of word matching
tests. The researcher prepared 5 sentences then the students answered those.
Then, the second part, the students got 15 items of completing sentence tests.
There were 20 words that the researcher had prepared for the students and
they chose the best answer for each question. The test conducted for about 40

minutes. The students were prohibited to cheat each other.

Results and Discussions

The researcher began this research on the VIII D grades of SMPN 02
Bangkalan. The researcher gave matching task as the pretest. The students got
two parts on this test. The first part was definition matching task. The
students got five definitions then they should match those with the correct
answer. The sccond part was completing sentences task, In this part, the
students got fifteen sentences which have gaps and they should complete tlp
gaps with the correct answers. This pretest was hold for about 40 minutes. It
was done to know the students’ vocabulary ability before the treatments.

Table 1: The result of pre-test and post-test analysis

Mean N Std. Deviation Std. Error Mean
Pair 1  Pre-test 81.63 40 16.809 2.658
Post-test 91.88 40 10.663 1.686
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Based on the table above, the result ()ﬁhe students’ pretest was lower
than the students’ posttest. The table showed that the mean of the pretest was
81.63, while the mean of the posttest was 91.88 from the total number of 40
students. This difference was significant.

Table 2: The result T-test Analysis

Paired Differences

Sig,
Sed Std.  95% Convidence 12%’
Mean o Error Interval of T df ( i
Deviation ) tailed
Mean Differences

)
Lower  Upper

Pair-1
Pre-
test — -10.250 20.784 3.286 -16.897 -3.603 -3.119 39 003
Post-

test

Based on the table above, showed that paired between pretest and
posttest score was difference. The mean of the pretest and posttest was
250, standard deviation between pretest and posttest score was 20.784,
standard error of the difference between means of pretest and posttest was
3.280, the lower interval was 16.897, the upper interval was 3.603 and t value
was 3.11‘ﬁ3ased on the analysis of the data, t-value was 3.119 then ﬁs result
have to consulted to t-table with the significant 5% (0.05) and degree of
freedom (df) was 39 (N-1 = 40-1 = 39). The t-table was 2.0227 by two tail test
of hypothesis.

Based on the data analysis, the researcher found that there was a
significant difference on students score before anbafter conducting the
treatments using Learn English British Council sites. It can h seen from the
table the result of pretest and posttest by SPSS 23 (table 1) that the mean of
the pretest score was 81.63, while the mean of the posttest score was 91.88. It
means teaching vocabulary using Learn English British Council sites can be
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used to develop the students’ achievement (score). In other word, the
implementation of the new media, Learn English British Council, was
effective, because the posttest score was higher than the pretest score.

In the pretest stage, the result of the students’ score was adequate. The
mean of the pretest was 81.63. It means the students have a sufficient
vocabulary. But, after checking the students answered, the researcher
concluded that there are some of words in the pretest that the students
unfamiliar. Then, the researc]m gave the students treatments to teach them
another vocabulary. In every treatment, the researcher gave the students test
and asked them to answer one by one. While in the posttest stage, the result
of the students’ score was quiet high. The mean 0@6 posttest was 91.88. The
students got higher score than the pretest stage. It means the students have
learned many vocabulary words in the treatments stage.

The improvement of the students’ achievement can be seen from the
mean of the pretest and the posttest score. The mearn)f the pretest was 81.63
while the mean of the posttest was 91.88. It means the mean of the posttest
score was higher than the mean of the pretest score. It showed that Learn
English British ﬁ)uncil sites can develop the students’ achievement.

In brief, t-value is higher ﬁn t-table (3.119 > 2.0227). The t-value was
3.119 therm"lis result have to consulted to t-table with the significant 5%
(0.05) and degree of freedom (df) was 39 (N-1 = 40-1 = 39). The t-table was
2.0227 by two tail test of hypothesis. It means there was a significant different
on the students’ score. It can be concluded that Learn English British Council
sites can be an effective media to teach vocabulary to the eighth grade
students of SMPN 02 Bangkalan. It helped students learning English in the
class. It increased the students’ vocabulary and it made the students felt
interest and fun to learn English.

Conclusion

Based on the result of this research that held in SMPN 02 Bangkalan,
the researcher got conclusion that learning English especially vocabulary by
using Learn English British Council sites have better ﬁhievement. It can be
seen from the result mean of the pretest and posttest. The mean score of the
pretest was 81.63 while the mean score of the posttest was 91.88. The mean
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score of the posttest was higher than the mean score of the pretest. Lw
English British Council sites have benefit to the students. It can increase the
students’ score in a test and it can increase the students” vocabulary mastery.
Besides, it make the students learn English easily, fun, and interestingly.

The last, it was suggestion for the teacher and other researcher. The
teacher should make the students interest to learn English, therefore, they
understand easily about the lesson the teacher given. The teacher also should
change their methods in teaching, they should use a creative and innovative
methods with technology which can make the students interest to learn
English. The teacher should stimulatvnd motivate students in order they will
learn English more. For the other researcher can use this media to teach
English in different level, grade, subject and topic in order to develop the
teaching learning process. The next researcher can use this media to teach
students not only in vocabulary but also in other aspects.
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